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Actor Tells Why He Believes

“Jekyll and Hyde”” Will Live

for Generations and
Name Become a
Synonym,
By JAMES = e

RUSSELL PARK.

name the subject, while I preferred

is a heavily-set 1o let the conversation drift until
nan siightly the subject presented itself.
g e e
wlow the aver <
. » ' X
age in height. About Jekyll and Hyde,
Napoleonie in \iel three or four false starts,
appearance, in we made a beginning with the in-
he prime of terpretations of “Dr, Jekyll and
ife, with iron A\ Hyde,” with its theme of dual
gray hair, and personalities. From that ihe sub-
smooth - shaven, . : - o
O ject veered te his new production
trong face— . e, X
of “A Soldier of the Cross,” to
1he « 11 the world any- Lb3 3
politics religion, and business.
one would take for an actor in a o : '
. I’hrough it all there was a basic
popular-priced melodrama theater. .
- L S note in all that Mr. Shea said. It
Fhat is Thomas E. Shea, the star
. - . iop was that every man sh<uld have
in “A Sol the Cross, “The : )
“ ) just three things uppermost in his
Bells,” and *“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. - .
= : mind s that should govern
Hyde,” as I saw him one afternoon ) '
¥ . his whole life—and they are re-
early last week in the parlor of ) '
K ligion, polities, so far as the Gov-
the Raleigh Hotel. L . .
ernment he lives under is affected
e »we
7 Y] 1 by it, and last, but not least, his
A Magnetic Personality. c - ] )
2 : » 1 business, ‘\\ 1t \WXE'.'*‘("IYJ"II'I\ (’1“
On first sight, Mr. Shea would .
: _ veloped, that was the subject of
impress one as being a prosperous ‘
: our interview
merchant, lawyer, or doctor, and )
¢ : - > : Experience las ta: me that
it only requires five minutes’ con-
o . . . the quickest way to get an inter-
versation with him to convince any
. g - iew, when the subject is willing
one that he is a student—a deep : 3 a2 .
. : but the topiec is undecided, is to
student of I':l)i‘u\lv(ﬂ:_'. and human Y,
make some assertion in a positive
nature. He is a verv earnest mun,
way, no matter v rash it ma
strong in his convictions, and few -
today are better read than he \s
he talks and expounds his theories
one unconseion onders | n
has not missed his vocatior 1 not
being a professor in a leading uni

versity.

At the same time
the impression that
ocation. he ix a m

through sheer will power, if for no

other reason. The contour of

face, with its strong jaw, firm

He

and determined eyes show if,

impressed me that way before I
had been talking to him ten min-
utef. 1 had nes bhefore,

and

my

personalitz,

told me aftq

vard he did, too

When Mr. Shea talked about reach-

Ing over the footlights and grip-

ping the hearts of his audience,

I was ready to swear that if any-

body could do it, he was the per-
|on,

This is the Juanner of man that

I went to interview. After the

usual greetings and pleasantries,

such as the weather. ete., had been
dispensed with, we three. Mr. Shea,
the artist, and myself, sought out
a cosy corner in the hotel pari-r,

and the actor and I commenced t.

ar for o Bestnnis of the inter-

spar for a beginning of the inter- ipat my mother, my wife, or my daugh-
view, while the artist was a lone ter cannot witness.”

speciatc r. Mr. Shea wanted me to

thirty actor;

next by a stock or, and lastly
by Richard Mansfield, and that I
prefered the i terpretation of the
first named to that of Mansfield
“
e ok

Subject a Broad One.

Mr. Shea was properiy horrified.

rified.

“Did this actor you speak of use

tusks?” he queried.

I admitted that he did, and con-

tinued: “I drew my comparisons

rather from the characters they in
not the

terpreted, and use of stage

tricks This actor of.mine

Jekyll

pearance that

gave

the elderly. venerable ap-

one pletures in his

Aveti,

The Artist's Idea of Mr. Sitea’s LuSldcuidilol (v Liscuss
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“I won’t have a play in my repertoire

3,
A/

reall;

of M

am

surprised that a

writer
. Btevenson’s attainments and

genius should have barely dipped

fringe of the sub-

into the

onter
ieft it

w

ject, and then

"

Theme Wil Live Forever.

“I believe that the play and

theme will live forever, nd as time

goes on, probably after you and T
are dead and gone. people will
come to know more about dual

perscnalities and the interpreta-
tions of Stevenson's character will
advance with the

times. The in-

terpretations of, say., 100 vyears

c'om now would seem unreal to us
ot of

“Do you mean that the play it-
self

because they are our day.

will live for generation after
generation. as Shakespeare's works
have?” | askead, incredulously.

Mo
believe

Hyde’

“I ecertainly do.” was re-

joinder. “Furthermore, |

that the Jekyll and

term

will become 2 synonymous term

for dual personality. Don't misun-

derstand me. I don’t mean that

the play, ax it is produced today,

will continue intaet through time.
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Predecessors of Book and Play.,

I confessed that | had not

“It deals

personalities.” continued Mr. Shea.

“and goes into it much deeper than

Stevenson did. Then there was a

French play, which was produced

more than 100 vears ago. which

also treated the subject more fully

than Stevenson’s novel. It's

very

broadness makes it an excellent

play for an actor for the

Very rea-
son that it enables him to study
and expand; its possib S
limitless. you might sav. and the
actor is consequently not ham-
pered by any limitations He can
g0 beyond the book, and delve as
deep into the problem as he
wishes ™

“Do you prefer the role to the

one you essay in ‘\ Soldier of the

.

that I

Cross™?" 1

as

“I canot sav do.”™

was hi

evasive reply. *“It is entirely dif-

ferent, and then 1 have a very

great

The

mterest in my new plav.

latter has a religious theme.

and it differs from the majority of
the plays dealing with the early

Christian period, in that

there is
no suggestion whatever of sensual-

ism. 1 won't have a play in my
repertoire that my mother, my

wife, or my daughter cannot wit-
ness.”
- w
Stage House Cleaner.
“Then you are an advocate of re-
form in our repertoire of plays?™”
I inquired,

':nlz-rc'.\lw."_\ The situ-

ation was unique. Here was an

actor who declares himself for the
higher drama while for vears he
has confined his work to theaters
that what is

exploit eommenlv

known as “blood-and-thunder™

melodrama.

could h

Mr. Shea dissented. “Every

it

nat

form of drama has its special niche
1 the

s0. but

I cannot condone plays that

There

sordid s

ubjects.

too much of it in real life, and

v should we exploit it in the
glare of the footlights?”

“Then you do mot care for Ib-
sen?” I ventured :

‘As a whole, I do not.” was his

surprising answer, “although ‘The

Doll's Hoase'-is all right.”
Mr. Shea showed no inclination
to discuss Ibsen, and [ turned to

the good old standby, Shakespeare.

I suppos¢ you ran% Shakespeare

first in dramatic literature?” I
asked, as a beginning.

" 4
\nent Shakespearean Plays.

‘I most certainly do,” he an-
swered, and [ thought I detected a
note of reverence in his voice.

“Then yon deplore the apparent
decadence of interest in  Shake-

pearean productiors,” I persisted.

“I would Iy

say that interest
in Shakespearean

Mr

plays is

dying

out,” argued Shea. “Shake-
speare has its following, and al-

ways will. This is especially true
of the South and West. In the
East—by mean New York

and New

d—there is a ten-

dency to

where one
think."

“Do vou

mist

by that that the

“Wage owse Chamer

Has No Patience With Plays
Having Sordid Themes, and,
Like All Portrayers of Classic
Roles, He Is a Firm Shake-

spearean Champion,

South and West are more advanced ested in politics, and by the way &l
in their dramatie tastes, or are ¥ g the subject, | remarkeds
0 PR : o : “Did I understand rightly a little

they behind the times I asked. ) -
X while ago that you no longer come

= e could say that a rega . e .
S - S sider New York the sprirg from

for the legitimate " PR

which all dramatic successes should

drama is an indication of be¢ filow?”
hind the ed Mr “I don’t think now. and neves
thoughtfully. It Tt weans DNave, that New York should govera
e : t theatr world,” he said,
e e ol gl siowly. here are many plays om
improvement of the literary side the road today that are making
of their minds.” money after having been come
“Don’t vou think that ned by New York. Of course,

for relaxati n the city will continue to be &
. atrical center to a certain em
tal strain of business is

of the

because the majority

ble for the penul

pepularnity of have ted there.
I~X'|.H-_\ at ctions I sunggested is F."ﬁ“?h‘a“.‘( home
“Possibly,” he : : ta per- to me, but I am far from thinking
SON may et relaxati snd zoak” 1 sun rises and sets thers.
g . . . . 'he people th live there are mis-
irom a Serious drama ! r in- .
taken in many gs they do. This
stance, I can rest and derive pleas- " . I
to the dramatic writers
ure from sittiny down and reading too. Th!‘} have de-
a vol s Treasury report, or yejoped a mania for carrying critl
even ti Congres ecord cism too far and making it pem
when there is something in it in sonal -
which 1 1 tec I believe in a fair and just eriti-
e It helps the actor. But tell
“Does that mean that you are "
interested in polities?”
In a re res he re-
sponded ¥ ¢
and furt 13 s a
. » the
P S €
A€ A
st in
Jp— » good i=s a long article
§ to see the personal appearaneos

articul person?

His or

ing whatever to

v ihat TR 1e part is acted.
ihat ia actor should
. gether and no fair-minded
] od player will feel offended his
e w
L a
T .ovsands of Ignorant Voters. >
“There are thousands thou-
iy of men voting in - hance would
10 have no hatever to the New
cast a ballot. u were to go to
them as thev were atl

" w
Prediction.

arm I - -
this the conversation

arm : ; ; .

’ to the cia ncation

their

are prob v surprised at

CArnesStness ov

It is a part of my creed. 1

er this
.

human
vrapped up in his
polities of his government,

1at every

business. In using the word poli-
tics, 1 use it in the broad sense,

and do not mean the Republ

De.noecratic parties.

“Those three things—religi
politics, and business are so closely
lives of evervone that
be separated. and
s w parting he said:

A Word or Twe

Despite whut Mr. Shea says th

i. LComeé
shall be
vowed

Ahout New York. 5 e ’ -
i > stage and I
see you,” 1

every man I am not, and

never have

“I Can Derive Pleasure From Reading the Congressional Record®
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